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P R O J E C T  S U M M A R Y
Lions Park in Costa Mesa was revital ized into an imaginative,
aviat ion‐themed destination known local ly  as “Airplane Park.”
Designed by David Volz Design and bui lt  by Handy Industr ial ,
the project blends history with modern play value.  The upgraded
10‐acre space now offers inclusive play areas,  open lawns,  and
improved recreational  amenit ies ,  creating a vibrant community
hub that supports famil ies ,  youth,  and dai ly  civ ic  activ ity .
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U N I Q U E  C H A L L E N G E S  &  C R E A T I V E  S O L U T I O N S

T H R O U G H  S C U L P T U R A L  F O R M S ,
S T R A T E G I C  S U R F A C I N G ,  A N D  A

D I S T I N C T I V E  T H E M A T I C  V I S I O N ,  T H E
R E D E S I G N E D  P A R K  E L E V A T E S

E V E R Y D A Y  P L A Y  I N T O  A N  I M M E R S I V E ,
H I G H ‐ D E S I G N  E X P E R I E N C E  T H A T

E N G A G E S  F A M I L I E S  A N D  E N R I C H E S  T H E
S U R R O U N D I N G  C I V I C  C A M P U S .

Reimagining a beloved historic park required balancing nostalgia with the needs
of a growing and diverse community. One challenge involved integrating a bold
aviation theme—reflecting Costa Mesa’s ties to nearby airf ields—while ensuring the
space met current standards for safety, accessibility, and inclusive play. The design
team incorporated topography changes, sculptural forms, and play features that
encourage climbing, exploring, and multi‐sensory engagement. Durable surfacing
solutions were used strategically to support high‐traff ic zones and maintain
long‐term safety compliance. Additional challenges included designing for both
structured and unstructured play, creating shaded gathering areas, and preserving
openness for community events. These thoughtful adaptations resulted in a
cohesive, imaginative space that feels both timeless and contemporary.

P A R T N E R S H I P
Close collaboration between the City of Costa Mesa, David Volz Design, and
Handy Industrial ensured the project achieved its design and community
goals. Each partner contributed essential expertise—visioning, technical
precision, and construction quality—to create a durable, engaging public
space. Their teamwork maintained alignment on safety, accessibility, and
long‐term performance, resulting in a revitalized park that reflects shared
commitment and community pride.

C O M M U N I T Y  R E C E P T I O N
Residents have warmly embraced the renewed Lions Park, especially the
aviation‐themed play elements that captivate young children. Families appreciate
the shaded seating, open lawns, and accessible pathways that support casual
gatherings and everyday use. The park’s proximity to the library and civic buildings
has increased foot traff ic and made it a more active community destination. Visitors
consistently highlight the park’s improved safety, creativity, and welcoming
atmosphere.
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